D3

SUNDAY-

THE

DULUTII

NEWS TRIBUNE

FEBRUARY

1912,

4,

HIBBING--HEART OF THE IRON COU

teachers to hb«:
3 employed, and here it is thal
i i’ More than hisll{ the
Hibbing district are

teachers of the et e
om the east as far as the Atlantic
;;d the west s far as the Pacific, and
it is safe to say that no system of
gradead schools In the country Is pre-
sided over by a more efficlent corps of
teachers than this same district of

Standing on The Rim of The World’s
Greatest Open=Pit Mine Hibbing is
The Chief Gateway of Nature’s Most
Wonderful and Stupendous Store-

house of Iron.

A Village Where Opportunity is Made and Where Big Things
Aro Achieved. Immenss Army of Industrial Workers
Soon to be Fed Through Prolific Yield of Sur-
rounding Farms. A Few Acres Near

Hibbing Spell

Epecial Correspandencs to Thas Newa Trib-
une by Don Carlos W. Muscer,

Hibbing clingzs to her swaddling
clothes notwithstanding she Is 20
years old, has bank deposils of a
million and a half dollars, about
fifteen thousand people and more
taxable property than any city in the
sreat state of Minnesota. Hibbing
is a village, you understand,—not a
city, but a village with an assessed
valuation of more than thirty million
dollars, with a half of a million dol-
lars worth of publle schools, a one
hundred and thirty-five thousand dol-
lar village hall, a thirty-five thousand
dollar library. a thirty thousand dol-
Jar club house, a Commercial club,
fair grounds, churches, stores, the-

Independence.
and this proud position she main-
talned until the year 1901, when

Minnesota took the lead which, by
virtue of the splendid development
of the Mesaba range, of which Hib-
bing is the metropolis, and which con-
tains the most remarkable deposits
of iron ore ever discovered, she still
maintains and 13 most Itkely to main-
tain for many, many years to come.
Story of Iuman Interest.
When the full story of the Mesaba
range is written, and let us hope that
some gifted writer will turn his atten-
tion to it before a great while, it will
read Jike a romance. It will be a
story full of thrills and surprises,—
a story of human interest, with many
sidelights and all shades of coloring
from the blackest black of discourage-
ment to the purest golden of success.
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and get a clear insight into condi-
tions right here at your own door and
in your own state.

Thousands to Be Fed.

No, Hibbing and other range towns
and clities are not overdone. Get
away from this idea as soon as pos-
sible. Do not loose sight of the fact
that the future of the Mesaba range Is
more promising today than ever be-
fore. Remember that the many thou-
sands of miners, toiling here in the
greatest mines on carth, have got to
be fed, and that here the market is
almost without limit. Here at the
very door of this limitless market for
the products of truck and dairy farms
are inany thousands of acres of virgin
aiting the coming of men and
women with brains enough and nerve
and iove of Independence enough to
develop farms and build homes where
they can dwell with their children in
peace and comfort. .

There are always men waiting,
ready and willing to take the $2-a2-day
jobs. Industry finds no trouble in
getting the necessary muscle and back-
bone to keep her wheels revolving.
As long as the sun shines there will
be men enough to do the world's
drudgery, not only willingly, but they
will beg for the apportunity of do-
ing it. But the time is coming and
now s when farming will be lfted
out of the drudgery class and placed
where 1t has always belonged, among
the higher and more dignified pro-
fesstons. There can be no more hon-
orable and independent calling than
that of agriculture. There are op-
portunities here for laber, grand ones.
too, better ones than there have ever
been before, but they are not in the
iron mines of the Mesaba range. They
are to be found on the lands—the

THCUIN HARDWARE COMPANY, HIBBING, MINN.

aters, buslness blocks and, in short,
all tho ear marks and characterist-
les, hablliments and trimmings of a
cid

The story of Hibbing alone will prove
a very valuable contribution to the
library of the man who likes to read

ke, up-to-the-mi;
Hibbing is one of the
the wonderful northwest.
A glance at the Iron Industry of
the lake Superior region will estab-
lish Hibbing ir your mind as the rich-
est and most important village on
the face of the globe,—the very heart
of a mining sectien to which the
world owes much of its twentleth cen-
tury civillzation.  Dridges spanning
the Nile, Snake river and the Colum-
bia; thousands of miles of steel rails
binding and holding together all parts
of this mighty continent, and con-
tributing to the peace and commer-
cial welfare of the Philippines, China
and Japan and barbarons Russia;
maillions of tons of structural iron that
have been woven into the tkyscrapers
of the cast and west. and Into the
palaces and architectural monuments
ol all parts of the civilized worid;
millions of tons of iron entering into

city.
wonders of

of who gathers from
the work of his fellows the inspira-
tion for his success. Love and fame
and fortune; privation, hardship, suf-
fering, discouragements, heartbreaks
and great floods of sunshine and
happiness will all find a place in the
true story of Hibbing when it shall
be written,
The Mesaba Iron Range.

For the past 20 years the Mesaba
fron range has attracted more
attention than any other on earth.

his range contains about 400 square
miles, being about 100 miles long and
from two to ten miles wide, The
first ore shipped from the Me-
saba range in 1892, amounting to 29 .-
245 tons. Three years later, In 1895,
there was shipped from this range
more than 2,700,000 tons, which was
more by many hundreds of thousands
of tons than was shipped from any
other range.

The iron production of the Mesaba

the 8 O ¥, b
the 81d of which was made possible
the wonderful development of our
mines. mills, factorfes, our methods
of trarsportation and our agricultural
resources, wera taken out of the iron
ranges of Minnesota and Michlgan.,
Minnesota Leads.

Figures mean very litlle to most
men.  For want of an adequate
measuring stick or mental means of
Comparison, a million tons of ore in
he gTound conveys no vivid tmpres-
son.  Men talk of milllons and even
Lillions when they are Incapable of
forming an Intelligent conception of
what hundreds of* thousands mean to
4 country or community. The figures,
for Instance, necessary to employ In
describing the mineral deposits of
the Mesaba range are beyond thae
average man's conception. We ecan-
not grasp them. In their presence we
can only grope and stutter, and stam-
mer, reaiizlng 83 we study them how
really insignificant our knowledge 1s
koncerning nature’s generous stores,
Take this siatement and analyze it:

“The Hibbing district contains a
half bllllon tons of ore, richer in fron
contsnt and more accessible than the
same quantlty of ofe In the same
area in any other part of the world."”

‘What does half & biliton tons mean?
Tt means ten million ear loads of 50
tons each. Placa these cars end to
end and how far would they reach?
From London to New TYork? Yes,
and then on to San Franclsco'and an
to China and around to London again,
and then around the earth again and
2gain and again. Is It any wonder
that when you speak of Hibbing to
& man he refuses to think of anything
but iron ore?

The Marquette, flrst of the Lake
Superior fron ranges to be discovered,

range mightily from vear
0 year so that In 1906, just 14 years
after its first shipment, more than
23,000,000 tons were sent dewn the
lake, and by the close of last season,
1911, the Mesaba range had to its
credit tho production of more than
200,000,000 tons of iron ore.
Iron Mincs—Golden Farms.

But Iren i5 by no means the only
wealth of thiz eountry tributary to
Hibbing. Within the past few years
men have gone to farming on  the
Tange, and they have learned to their
sreat joy and satisfaction that they
can become free and independent, and
even affluent by raising the farm
products required to feed the great
armies of men engaged In digging out
the iren for future raflroads, bridges
and skyscrapers. The call, “back to
the tand,” has come o many in the
very volce of God, with the resuit that
the Mesaba iron range Is a thousand
tmes richer today than ever before,
for men now know that this great,
teeming and profitable market can be
supplied right here at home. They
have demonstrated that the =oil of the
Mesaba range is as rich and produc-
tive as any In the most favored spots
of the world, and others are awaken-
ing to the fact that they can go on
the Jand and build homes and fortunes |
for themselves. It requires milltons of |

i

capital to develop an iron mine to ths

dividend paying point. There are

thousands of men In this state today '
who could, it they ouly reslized the

actual conditions, get dividend paying

{arms on the Mesaba range within the

next two or three years,

ATe you one of the unfortunates
whose gaze is lonsingly turned west-
ward or northward or southward—to
whom distance lends enchantment and
who feels that the opportunity of your
life les In some faraway field, wait
Ing for you to come and plck It up?

gave to the world, during the
years 1854 to 1898, nearly $9.000,000
long tons or fron ore. In 1877 the |
» range began shipping and |
from that time until the close of |
1898, produced 66,000,060 tons, and !
from 1354 untl 1893 the Gogeble .
range shipped over B long ¢
tons of iron ore. In 1890 Michigan
led all the states of the Union in
the matter of fron ora production, |

If you are one of these. you need an
eye-opener. You need a dose of Hip-
bing.  You need to shake yourself free
from the hypnotism which blinds you
to the great and untold possibilities for |
zrowth and achievement here at home. |
¥ou should take a Duluth, Missabe &
Nerthern train and vistt the Aesaba
fron range. You should come to the
1+ rapolls, to Hibbing, and study the
kigantic works of your follow man

/

deep, rich virgin farm lands tribu-
tary to Hibbing,

There are glorious opportunities
for the clerk and the professional man
has reached that stage in his growth
where he can see the hopelessness
and the vanity of the struggie in the
city—opportunities  such as he has
been longing for, If he only knew it,
opportunities o grow streng, to get
back a portion of his spent life as it
were, and to know what it means
lo stand up in the sunlight, upon his
own domain and feel that the man
does not live who ean disturb his own
loved cnes or deprive them of ths
necessities and comforts of life. But
these opportunities are not In the of-
fices and stores of 1libbing and other
range citles or villages—they are on
the land—the deep rich fertile loam
with which they are surrounded.

The Men and the Land.

Some day the people of Hibbing are
golng tn awaken more fully to the
opporturity which is now theirs. They
will then appreciate the fact that the
men now working in the mines are
the very ones to clear away the for-
ests and dot the range With such
farms and homes as to make it one of
the choicest of abiding places to he
found on earth.

Seventy-five per cent of the Dopu-
iation of Hibbing is forelzn—co.
Dosed of men who have left the over-
worked farms of Kurope for the
purpose of geeking independence and
freedom on American sojl. They are
younz. of the hardy peasant class,
full of hope and ambition and de-
termination, who have said to them-
seives: “Come, let us go to America,

the land of great wealth, where all
men are equal before the law, and
get the money for our future ind§~
pendence. We can find work in the
mines and forests of that great coun-
try at much better wages than our
fathers ever dreamed of earning, and
we can save in four or five years
enough to buy us farms and inde-
pendence.”
The Great Melting Pot.

They come and go to work in the
greatest fron mines on earth, husbaud-
ing their resources, saving thelr
dimes and dollars until they consider
they have enough for their purpose,
and then they quit, and the iron
ranges know them no mure forever.
Others come and take their Dlaces,
with the same purposé in view and
the result is that we are continually
educating and Americanizing = the
muscle and brains of Europe only to
Joose them as soon as they reach
that point in their growth where they
are able to shift for ~themselves.
Seventy-five per cent of the population
of Hibbing changes almost completely
each five years.

Fully fifty per cent of the men who
came from Europe to work in our
mines do so with the idea of later
on acquiring farms and building
homes of their own. And they aro
doing this with a fidelty to their
original intentions that is altogether
acdmirable. But_ the point is, where
do acquirs thelr homes? On
ge? Near the villages where-
in they lived lived while growing
out of their old country notions, and

getting the means of shifting for
themselves?
No, this is rarely the case. They

take the few hundred dollars they
have and go to Canada, or to the
surrounding states or back to the old
country und settle down. Many of
them go back to Europe and pay
four or five hundred-dollars an acre
for worn out land that has been pro-
ducing for centurjes, when they could
have bought virgin soil, as fertile as
;the sun ever shone upon, here, in
this new, wonderful country, ncar
the best possible markets for $15
or less an_acre. N
“Why 1s 1t Thisz

The reasdn for this condition of
affairs is not hard to locate. The
man who earns and saves his money
here and gees elsewhere to buy his
farm, paying very much more for
something not nearly so good, does
so because he does not know better.
His education along this. particular
line has not been attended to, and for
this the business men of Hibbing and
other range towns are largely re-
sponsible. If proper steps had been

ounds to the value of $20,000
i?.irllgblﬂg and here for the last six
years an annual fair has been held,
and well attended by people from Du-
luth and all parts of the range. These
annual fairs are of Immense value to
the farmer of this section as they
place before him each year the best
results obtained from the best
methods know#®, and by bringing the
farmers together an exchange of
jdeas is constantly going on to the
betterment of conditions in general.
Again the awards, prizes anq purses
given to exhibitors at the fairs held
in  Hibbing, besides encouraging
friendly rivalry, amount to consider-
able in themselves. At the fair last
year there was $2,522.96 disbursed in
this manper.

In Hibbing there is an aggressive
Commerciat club composed
sighted men who are constantly look-
ing for oppartunities for i
the community growth and prosperity.
Anything of community interest will
find hearty support by this body. and
anybody desirous of investigating the
land situation on the Mesaba range

that in coming to this section
country he is saying “goodbye™

dren, it
startling relief. For instance, let him
be told emphaticall
est village on earth”
school system, and then show him

of far-

promoting

would do well to address his in-
quirles to the Commercial club of
Hibbing.

Hibbing, Schools

And lest many should get the idea
of the
to all
educational opportunities for his chil-
may he well to point him
certain facts which stand out in bold,

that the “rich-
not without its

that the independent school distriet o2
Hibbing is richer than the splendid

the quality of the
Hibbing shines.

college graduates. They

Hibbing.

H. F. Blair. superintendent of the

teachers than to the decoration and

It is the admirable policy of Prof.

Hibbing school district, heartily en-
dorsed and backed by the board of
education, to pay smore attentlon to
the selection and compensation of

dollars fn roa,
absolutely nodglngugm ot
can do to & RN §
0 20 greatly a3q
its magnificence 28 a ¢ e
contentment ang wepye
ple, or that would op Pty
1o it settelrs from
try as the early ¢
lions of dollacs in tya
To2ds uniting farmg
~§nalﬂs From F;
sShouid become the oy,
every man shouly sho:t‘ynfl?mm' S
[Yoman sing 1t, and every ey ¥ PR
it untll the roads are built, ay, & )
instead of a scant

q
two Iy .
and population, this ;iizledl&

lavish of school
And it must not be inferred from thls

apy of the essentials.

proot buildings, containing all

that the school buildings are 1"0;( c;ll
.they should be, or that they lack in
oy The Hibbing
schools are solidly constructed. ﬂ[r:-

o
furniture and Y,

contains at least a miliey o f’l
al P!

St. Louis county m““ai‘;::!!a °
miles of roads—she needs poed o
3,000 miles. To maintain the po ¢
miles already constructed ghe . i
expend about $210,000, ang 1
the roads actually needed she

agant about
inferfor structures,

times, they
and Imposing than they

of Duluth. .
An Object Lesson.

come to our marvelouss country

without healthful ambitions and
ideals. it would be well for him to

but there iIs nothing lavish or extra-
them. Surroungled as

for the most part by very
Itorior stracty mere shacks at
look more monumental
naturally
would with better surroundings. Per
schoot child, or per school room, the
Hibbing schools cost less than those

And agaln, lest any man get the
impression that the foreigners wfho
-for
the purpose of delving in the mines
and clearing the forests are entlrely

visit these same schools, and especial-
1y the night school at Hibbing. I was

expend xa.nua,m\n.m o
Lots of money. yee. But Placey ]
the balance of the wealth it woul
stimulate and produce, it wopy .
a rldiculous figure, R Al
If railroads can bond for congr § T
tion, and then, through 2 e gt
not more than one cent per top )
pay its stockholders dividends, y,
cannot St. Louls county borg [
wagon road construction ang
the cruel and criminal present
of wagon haulage which ranges
the way up to three dollars per
mile? - 3
St. Louis’ county, contatning 148
square milles, four billiga' fee
standing timber, three hijfion ton
iron ore and three millicn zeee
arable land is pers it 40
AN D

-
t
1
b, 3=

B

taken to impress him while he was

working in the mine, with the magni-|
! ficent possibilities of this land around |
fhim; If he hud been taught that this;
soil is more productive than any he
has ever seen before,—that it would
produce three times as much with
cne-third the effort as the litile
farms he knew back in his native
country; and if he had been given
to understand that he could buy this
land at a very low price with the
privilage of extending his payments
over many years, do Yyou Supposs
that he would have gone back to
Europe, or that he would have gone
anywhere off this range to make his
ome?

And think what it would mean to
Hivblng and St. Louis county, for
instance, If the thousands of men who
have earned their farms here on the
range and gone elsewhere to buy
them, had purchased them anywhere
between Grand Rapids on the Missis-
sippl river and Birch lake. Think of
the hundreds of thousands of acres
of wilderness that in such an event
would have been transformed in the
process to wealth producing farms.

Tic Land is llere.

We are not taking full advantage
of our opportunities so long as we
permit the working people in our
midst to go off and Invest their ac-
cumulations elsewhere,withont mak-
ing a determined and intelligent effort
to educate them to the real, golden
opportunities right here. So long as
we neglect this duty, so long will we
be unjust to ourseclves and fellows,
and Jjust so long will our i

This is one of the Institutions of
which the village of Hibbing has a
right to be proud. It is a consolida-~
tion of the old Itasca Co.

130 feet on Third avenue. The

entire business is undef the dlrect

management of Mrs. D. M. Power.
by

with The Bazaar, and makes a com-
modious, well-stocked and well-man-
aged department store, with a front-
age of 100 feet on Pine street, with

store about
$125,000 worth of up-to-the-minute
stock in the following departments or

ions: Ladies® q sec-
tion, a millinery section, a dry goods

section, a shoe section, & rugy 3
draperies section, a shos section, &t
clothing section and & bargain baxf?
ment. 3lail orders are given prow)
and careful attention. N -~
he Itasca Bazaar Is the iars=|
best and busiest store on the oz
and its motto, “TWe never fool
public,” is strictly lived up to.

district of Duluth by two and a half
times.

The Hibbing school district has an
assessed valuation of $100,400,763.
Pause now a moment and let this

growth be retarded.

The 1and is here. God never created
a fairer out-of-door than this cun-
try we live in. No mere prolific soll
was ever kissed by the amorous sun
than this soil around Hibbing. The
men, strong, sturdy, deep-chested
men to work the soil and reduce the
cost of living and multiply the wealth
of the country are here, and what
more can the range people want?
What niore can the county of St.
Louis want? In justice to all con-
-and all are concerned— the
possibilities in agriculture, in the sec-
tion spoken of, should be drilled into
the minds of the people here today,
but who, in another year may have
£one elsewhere to settle.

Poltow Hibbing's Lead.

There is considerable being done at
the present time to encourage the
range farmer. In Hibbing, for ex-
ample, they are about to build a
large public market where the farm-
er can bring his product, assured of
a good price Tor it. Here also is tho
headquarters of the St. Louls County
Agricultural society, which exists for
the express purpose of cencouraging
and promoting the agricultural inter-
ests of this county. The soclety owns

through
your brain. And now consider this:
The school district of St. Paul has an
assessed valuation of $100,000,000,
and that of Duluth, $41,000,000, The
Iibbing district includes six town-
ships and has a population of per-
haps 15,000. Duluth with much less
than half the assessed valuation has
a_population at least five times as
sreat, and -St. Paul, with less valna-
tion than Ifbdbing has a population
16 times as great.

In the Hibhing district there are 18
school buildings, 15 of which are out-
side of the village of Hibbing. The
schools of this district are about as
£00d as money can furnish. Do nat.
however, glean from this statement
the idea that the school buildings
have an excessive amount of marble
trimmings, or that money has been
lavishly spent in seeing how large
and expensive they could be con-
structed. The school buildings of this
district are such as reflect credit on
the community, and {nsure the com-
fort and, in so far as such a thing is
possible, the health of the school
<hildren. After health and comfort
have been secured in school buildings
the most important consideration is

FARMING SCENE NEAR HIBBING, MINN.

there a few evenings since and was
conducted through room after room
where young men ranging in age, let
us say, from 18 to 33, were literally
wrestling with the rudiments of the
English language. These men were
from all parts of Europe. Most of
them had toiled all day in the mines,
had walked to and from work, had
caten their suppers and then washed
and shaved an# dressed up, and agaln
walked, miles in some instances, to
attend night school.

In one room. that of the heginners,
a dozen broad-shouldered, hard-hand-
ed, deep-chested men were standing

t bl painfully, la
scrawling with chalk, at the dictation
of the teacher, a bright college-bred
woman from the east, such words as
head, and hand and foot, and arm
and leg, as happy as youngsters and
much more determined to succeed,
and much more grateful for the up-
portunity offered. It was an object les-
son and prompted the thought: “Is
it any wonder that foreizners, in so
many Instances, get along in this
country so much more rapidly than
the country’s native sons?"

Roads Most Urzent Need.

The greatest need of St, Louls coun-
ty today is roads. Before this abso-
lute and crying want all other wants
pale into insignificance. The real, In-
distructible wealth of this country
WHI never become appreciated until
there Is a network of roads radiating
from the villages to the farms. In
most sections of the range country
there has been & woeful lack of road
bullding, and there are many farmers
but a_few miles from good markets
who find it impossible to get their
stuft to town except when the roads
are frozen up in winter. This condi
ton is Jamentable, but it is bet
remedied and each year finds 2 great-
er area brought under the life-sus-
talning  and health-promoting Infiu-
ence of good roads.

But this road question is a most
serlous onme. The actual needs of
. this section, with reference to wagon
,roads, are so great that past accom-
, blishments ara scareely a drop in the
i bucket in comparison with what Js

urgently required at this time. And
‘though Hibbing and the town of
1Stuntz are especially fortunate in this

respect, $30.000 having been spent in
the tOWnShID in 1911 for roads alone,
the fact nevertheless remains that

3800000, and even more, could have

been most profitably spent for the
same purpose, in_the same section
12nd in the same time if it had heen
avallable,

Ditficult to Realize.

It is indeed difficult to realize in
the face of the tremendous economic
4unual loss, occasioned by the absence

' of adequate roads uniting farms with
villages, why provision is not made

In o wonderful and so rich a coun-
uis for the immediate
expenditure of millions of dollars in
read extension. There is no Invest-
ment possible for the county to make
that would add anywhere near so
muth to its per capita wealth as the
investment of from five to ten milion

M

spot of like area on the face of &2
globe. Think of this tremends
wealth, and then consider how ral|
destitute this wonderfully God b
county is in the matter of re3)
Three million acres of land to3
cultivated and scarcely fifty thouss
acres under the plow, and mos
these producing at a sickenive. &
couraging loss because the faree
have not roads over Which to b
their produce to market. "
Dog-in-the-danger Policy.
Another very serious feature B
connection with the land situation
St. Louis county, and one that gre
handlicaps the development of th
country s the fact that large corW‘
atlons hold hundreds of thoussa &+
acres of the raw wilderness for IL\:
$15 an acre is demanded. Thered
other hundreds of thousands of 2
owned by non-resident lnﬂmdm:
who refuse to sell on any temfnﬂfn
any price. The taxes paid on 1)
Iand is insignificant, Indicating
Is not worth mora than $5 per ‘5;‘-
and In truth, if sold st this Dw
the present owners would reap:
mendous profits. -
This land today stands in mhé)
path of progress, blocking its 'Iﬁf‘
and discouraging the efforts oéd =
who ara truly seeking to belld[
the eountry. .
Every man who settles on uiag
and clears his lttle farm. A' et
to the range. Every foot ¢
near a developed farm is tnllﬂ’—duy
in value, 2nd so long u‘thbmm
on this land are so low #§ el?z’&n!‘"
lurge holders practically mo e
retain their holﬂ(ilngs 2}11)&?

s the real bullders 0
Bave, through helr relesy 2288
their great hardsl o
of difficulties, multiplied thelr ‘;1:1
It is a dog- the-mngel;ﬂp:n 2
calls loudly for some -
the ccrporations referred to FoudZ;
say one-fourth of their )
1ands for $5 an acre, they an.
get $35 an acre and evel ot
the balance of it much mtasr firr)
than they can sell it for §15. .
dpvelﬂpmenl'ﬁft tgm country

v facilitated. .
grg?lzli“e 1and is worth $15 anvs’:'_‘m
its uncleared state wﬂt'
price demanded, why no!
515 valuation and in !bl:
the road building fund of
And is it unreasopable z?ed
if the taxes were mcrea.mw

ers of the hundreds of rin
i acres of uncl:ued‘wﬂdf
e mare antious
i:;e r;‘m-.\'. and the real x:mﬂ?
| pioneers—the men Who IS Fey
and who a!i“mm‘
salt of the earth would be 0=
to come In great
i resident nwner; who
K v nt al
S e
! noldings, but who hang tzga o z. |
. fited and evriched by the 5 T4
! the real settler. that i% b7 Sy
| nis improvements 2l

o




